
“Another Round in a Very Old Debate: Women in Church Office ”  

Dear family of Platte CRC- 

This month, our classis (Classis Iakota) will be discussing the issue 

of women’s ordination. Last spring, classis voted to allow the seating of 

female delegates at its meetings, and because of this, we are now            

discussing some of the details on how to work together even if individual 

churches still disagree. As many of you know, this is a conflict with a long, 

painful history in our church denomination. It has created great division, 

and was the final issue bringing about an entirely new denomination (the 

United Reformed Churches). Because of that long history, I would think 

many of you are leery of even bringing it up. It isn’t a ‘core’ issue (a 

‘salvation issue,’ we sometimes say), and so you might be inclined to avoid 

it altogether. Platte CRC’s position, obviously, is that church leadership 

offices (minister, elder and deacon) are to be reserved for men. Maybe 

some of you think this ought to be changed. This short space doesn’t allow 

for me to dig deeply into the arguments; however, I did find this occasion 

necessary to explain both why I take the position that I take and also why 

you actually should care about the topic altogether. 

In 1995 and 2000, our broader denomination declared that both 

‘sides’ of the debate are Biblically defensible, and that it should be up to 

each local congregation to determine their own stance. My own position 

aligns with Platte CRC: I believe that church leadership offices ought to be 

filled by men only. To our culture (and to many in the CRCNA), this 

sounds silly. So why do I take this position? First, there are several texts 

that explicitly require it: primarily 1 Timothy 2:11-15, but 1 Corinthians 14 
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as well. Any attempt I have read by those who defend women’s ordination 

to explain these passages has been unconvincing. In addition, these are not 

just ‘a few passages’ that make random rules, but are parts of God’s  

broader design for sexuality. As we heard several months ago from    

Ephesians 5, God gives different roles to males and females, respectively, 

in the home. At the same time, the Bible is clear that male and female are 

on equal standing before God (Col 3:10, Gal 3:28). Thus, this is not a 

question of value or importance, but of role. If the church is “the       

household of God” (1 Pet 4, 1 Tim 3:15), then these roles should be      

carried into the church as well. Roles of servant leadership are given by 

God to males.  

Now, perhaps the more difficult question – why care? Is this worth 

quarreling about? Hasn’t this ship sailed? If we don’t change, won’t we be 

on the wrong side of history? The reason to care about this is actually in 

the ‘roots’ of the debate, below the surface. How will we interpret      

Scripture? Is it our main authority? The Bible’s commands for the church 

are not mere suggestions, and we believe that they do not change, even 

when the times change. Additionally, this is also not a matter of whether 

or not women are ‘gifted’ for these tasks. I truly believe many females 

could pastor ‘better’ than I could; however, the call to church office is first 

and foremost God’s call, and primarily through Scripture. The crucial    

issue is how we read Scripture regarding God’s design for sexuality, and 

whether or not we truly believe it is ‘good.’ 

Obviously, the church will look weird to the world by taking this 

stance, but Claire Smith’s prayer in her book, God’s Good Design, ought 

to be our prayer as well: “May we prefer to differ from our fallen world 

than from his glorious word in the way we live and relate and minister as 

Christian women and men, and in all things.” Amen.  

In Christ, Pastor Drew 

  



FAMILY PRAYER NOTES – FEBRUARY 2017 

GENERAL PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 Praise God for being entirely different from other gods in His incredible 

Triune nature. 

 Thank God the Father for God the Holy Spirit: His presence, comforting 

us by pointing us to God the Son. 

 Ask for prudence, courage and humility for the leaders of our nation, state 

and town. 

 Praise God for the coming springtime and the new life that we see with 

warmer temperatures. 

 Pray that God would provide for those in our church who struggle finan-

cially. 

 Ask for forgiveness in one particular area where you’ve failed to repent of 

sin. 

 Pray for our church denomination: classis meeting this month, and Synod 

in June. 

 Give thanks for the relative lack of cancer experienced in our church fami-

ly recently. 

Nursing Home Residents, Caretakers and Shut-ins: 

 Jenny Bultsma, Kevin Burma, Gertie DeJong, Janet DeJong,                       

Clair & Pearl Dyk, Marie Kok, Esther Hoekman, Clarence Hunsucker,          

Sarah Kraayenbrink, Harriet Meyerink, Juna Meyerink, Helen Pheifer,        

Ruth Pranger, Cheryl Reed, Don & Evelyn Severson, Harriet Sprik,            

Ann Vander Pol, Leona Van Dusseldorp, Muriel Van Vuren,                 

Betty Van Zee, Viola Vander Tuin 

Missionaries: 

 Ben & Amy Meyer (CRWM– Mexico) 

 Victor & Lori Selemani (YWAM– Africa) 

 LaVeryl & Max Voss (Wycliffe– Papua New Guinea) 

 Don & Mae Wunderink (SIM– Peru) 

 



March Anniversaries: 

1: Mike & Kris Kuipers 

5: Clarence & Elaine Boltjes 

6: Harlan & Judy Van Genderen 

12: John & Gracia Kuipers 

18: Lyle & Everine Schipper 

28: Elroy & Carol Kaemingk 

 

 

 

 

 

March Birthdays: 

4: Pastor Drew Hoekema 

5: Kim Lieuwen 

6: Su Sybesma 

12: Harlan Van Genderen 

18: Kevin Dyk 

18: Rozella Baan Hofman 

20: Braden Voss (Missionary) 

26: Anessa Voss (Missionary) 

28: Esther Hoekman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know if there are any birthdays or anniversaries   
that we’ve missed! Call 337-3572, or email: plattecrc@gmail.com 

Those Mourning the Loss of: 

 Lois Van Zee, Andrew Sybesma, Henry & Jeanette DeLange,                      

Gert Vander Werp, Bertha Kuipers, Bruce Pranger, and the Westerhuis 

family. 

 

 
Monthly Birthdays and Anniversaries 

(to see church activities, please refer to our weekly bulletin,  
or to the online calendar at plattecrc.org for the most up-to-date information) 


